Hampshire 50+ A vs Bedford 50+ A
Tues 30 June 2009 – Flitwick
Castle Cover Southern Counties Championship
Bedford 166-9
Hampshire 163-6
Bedford won by 3 runs
Visiting the picturesque Flitwick ground, the Seniors 50+ 2nd X1 slipped to a narrow 3 run defeat on a very hot sultry afternoon.
Bedford elected to bat on what proved to be a slow wicket and outfield making runs hard to score. Trevor Foreman soon struck when Colin Handley took an excellent slip catch and in tandem with Nigel Trapp bowled very economically. After 22 overs, Bedford had scored a mere 62 runs. John Knight took two wickets, both well caught by Clive Babbage, & Barry Newton accounted for top scorer Ingram (45) when Andy Yorke took a fine tumbling catch. Only Goode (40) put up much resistance with Yorke & skipper Pat Wickson bagging two wickets apiece.
At tea the Seniors were confident of victory. Openers Guy Clifford (16) & Handley (14) started brightly but on their dismissal the innings became becalmed. Tony Adams (5), Babbage (5) & Foreman (6) all went cheaply & from having 34 runs on the board after 8 overs, the next 15 overs produced a mere 17 runs as the Bedford bowlers totally dominated proceedings!! Yorke (32) & Newton set about rebuilding the innings before Yorke somehow managed to run himself out with 93 runs on the board in the 34th over. Knight (23*) came to the wicket to score his first runs for the Seniors & together with Newton (49*) made a valiant effort to chase down the target. The heat & difficult batting conditions conspired against them – boundaries were hard to come by as were those additional singles as exhaustion took its toll after a long afternoon in the field.
The skipper was disappointed that after a competent fielding and bowling display, the team contrived to lose by only 3 runs with 3 batsmen being denied the opportunity to take on the fielding team to score the winning runs. When batting second in limited overs cricket experienced batsmen must surely know they either score runs or get out. They must put the fielders under pressure by trying to turn 1s into 2s. It is sacrilege to fall short of the total without every batsman having a chance to get the runs needed to win.
In summary, hopefully lessons will be learned for the future as this was a game that should have produced a positive result.

Pat Wickson - Captain
